June XX, 2008 

Dear Senator:
As a constituent who benefits from the life-saving benefits of intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG), I request that you please contact Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader McConnell, Finance Committee Chairman Baucus, and Finance Committee Ranking Member Grassley to include IVIG reform in the Medicare package to ensure that all IVIG Medicare patients have access to all sites of care.

As you know, a Medicare package is currently being worked on by the Leadership of the Senate and the Finance Committee.  I am asking that you request that they include a legislative solution to restore access to IVIG for all Medicare beneficiaries in all sites of care in any Medicare package passed this year.  For over three years, IVIG Medicare patients have been shifted from one site of care to another—compromising their continuity of care and endangering their lives.  Further reimbursement cuts that occurred this year in the hospital outpatient setting have now begun to eliminate access to IVIG in the hospital, which has been considered a safety net for many in this community.
As an IVIG patient/family member/provider, I can tell you about the importance of IVIG therapy to these patients’ lives. {INSERT YOUR STORY HERE}
I believe that we owe it to Medicare patients—elderly and disabled individuals who need the most help—to fix the unintended consequences of Medicare policy changes.  Please contact the leadership and the Finance Committee to restore access for the estimated 30,000 Medicare beneficiaries who rely on IVIG as their lifesaving therapy.  Please share with them that an immediate payment adjustment or new formula needs to be implemented before more patients suffer needlessly and die.  Additionally, studies have been conducted by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General and the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation documenting that many providers have not been able to purchase IVIG at or below Medicare’s reimbursement rates.  Therefore, studies by the government and the IVIG community are readily available to HHS to fix the reimbursement formula immediately for IVIG which will restore access for all Medicare patients in all sites of care. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Vogel, Director of the Alliance for Plasma Therapies, at mvogel@plasmaalliance.org or 888-331-2196.

Sincerely,

